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2. Course Title (IZ¥EH) :

What is the Transcultural Studies? : Exploring the New Comparative Research Methodology.

3. BEOBRWEHE :
3—ryNIIBTLHAMEDE - AETHINAT AT REONT VR « 7= RN, ZOHERO B E 0T
Transcultural Studies (2D TEARRI B2 2 TR T2, ZORFFICE 2B LML T, ZHAE. R3Ubo gt
DAY R P—ZONWTERILENTE D,

4. FEHOBZEAE :
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(1) 4> buayrvar:
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(2) Fa—N"EFFLLTEY BT, SULOBEMERER (complex transmutations) (2 2OWTHRET 5,
(3) Transculturation & Acculturation Z%fi St LERDAIEMEIZSOWTHREFT 5,

(4) Transculturation & Post—Colonial Theory
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1. #¥EER
“Feelings” and “emotions” in the philosophical/scientific discourse around 1900
2. Course Title (IZ¥EH) :
“Feelings” and “emotions” in the philosophical/scientific discourse around 1900
3. BEOBLHE :
Z OFZFEIL, Paul Ziche #d%Z (= b L'k MR ZFBANCH & | W L 2EPHEBR LT 5, AR FEBRILFE KRB (GPJS)
EOIMERIBETH Y, WEEAEROBBEICEE LT, SULEBOFIERIZ O W THim L bhd,

General Description by Prof. dr. Paul Ziche (Utrecht University)
Typically, “feelings” and “emotions” are put in direct opposition to rationality, reason, and understanding.
This pattern of argument is used frequently in characterizing “modernity” , but also plays an important role in
cross—cultural discussions which frequently become related to the idea that ‘Western’ styles of thinking are
predominantly rationalist, while ‘Eastern’ philosophy gives a more prominent place to emotions. In this series
of lectures, we shall zoon in upon debates in the period around 1900; a key period in the development of European
philosophy in which the notion of “modernity” , the ideal of what it means to be “scientific” , the methodology
of various types of disciplines. The key thesis underlying these lectures is that it in these debates, we
encounter interesting and important ideas that run against a dualist opposition between feelings/emotions and
rational procedures. As opposed to dualist styles of thinking, integrative, “monist” arguments become important
We shall look into the context of these discussions, shall study a number of important authors and ideas in more
detail, and shall particular attention to methodological issues: How, after all, did these discussions in
philosophy relate to, and affect, the discourses in other fields such as literature, psychology, or the arts?
Perspectives from comparative philosophy and input from other disciplines are very welcome in this context

4. FEHOBZEAE :
JEEIZL > T, 77 A MM ZFHANCTH A, wmREEE, fREEIZ L,

5. BEOHNE - FILEETE !
1 Disenchantment vs mystification, feelings vs. rationality: Critical analyses of modernity
Texts: Max Weber, Taylor, Kafka, Lu Xun.
Methodological issues: During on “Hermeneutics of Contrast” /Metaphorology (Blumenberg) /
History of ideas (Lovejoy)

2 Against dualisms: ,Synthesis “ as a key concept around 1900
Texts: Ostwald on Monism and “The World Brain” ; Unity of science, Dilthey on “World views”
Methodological issues: Material history / History of disciplines / Demarcation / Fringe science

3 Hermeneutics and anthropology: A philosophy of ,Life “ and of ,Understanding”
Texts: Dilthey and Plessner

Methodological issues: Hermeneutics / Body history / Post—Humanism
4 Novel faculties around 1900: ,Empathy “, phenomenology, ..., epistemic feelings
Texts: Husserl; Worringer (selections); Nishida Kitaro: Pure Experience; epistemic feelings; Dan Zahavi.
Methodological issues: Epistemic virtues / Comparative philosophy
6. RUERMEGLE

Participation and a short paper

7. BRERLUSEE .

ISTUZFEARRR S 7 "R & B &l £,

Detailed syllabus and required texts will be posted on the ISTU.

8. BERRSNEE

ISTU IZHFANCEGEDT 7 A M2 HITETOT, BT LLFATHLME LTI ZEWN, BHEITEFETTN, b THRA
AZANTTOT, LEMEATT, #/EMIIZIEFTMLET,
9. £ :
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2. Course Title (IZXEH) :
The ”Jewish turn” of French Philosophy and the “Marranism” of French philosophers (Levinas, Derrida, Blanchot)
3. BEOBRWEHE :
The course will focus on the influence of Jewish culture on Contemporary French Philosophy, in particular after
the tragic experience of the Shoah. After the end of Metaphysics the failure of ontology and the death of a
certain form of reason, Philosophy needs the lifeblood provided by other traditions which are not simply added
or included afterwards, but lie at the very ground of philosophical thought. The “otherness” represented by
Jewish heritage digs a breach where it is still possible to discover a new dimension of thought.

In order to explain the relevance of Jewish tradition in contemporary philosophy, the lesson will:

- Define what does ”Jewish philosophy” mean and which are the distinctive traits of ”Jewishness” in philosophy;

- Retrace the above mentioned ”Jewishness” in some of the most important thinkers of Twentieth Century and show

how this Jewish trait displays both in Jewish and non—Jewish philosophers;

— Define some key notion of Jewish philosophy (Other, trace, oral and written word, revelation, hospitality

errancy, exile/exodus, responsibility);

— Show how some Jewish thinkers approach their cultural background and explain why and how they struggle to

detach from the Jewish context in order to reach a fully philosophical position (Levinas and Derrida);

- Analyze Kafka as a key figure to understand Jewish influence on Western Culture and to develop the notion of

Otherness. Kafka's writing becomes crucial to a non—Jewish thinker as Blanchot to express a ”Jewish philosophy”

outside of Jewish religion or cultural belonging
4. FEHOBZEAE :

The purpose of the lessons is to show how Contemporary Philosophy cannot ignore the infiltration of other

traditions in the long path of Metaphysics because it is precisely through the encounter with other cultures

that Metaphysics can renovate itself and philosophers can continue to say something meaningful about the world

we all live in.
5. BEOHNE - FILEETE !

Monday 12/16:

14:40-16:10: Introduction

I will address the historical background of French philosophy after World War II, I will present some of the main
characters of the course (Levinas and Derrida, but also Weil, Adorno, Arendt, Buber, Scholem, Freud) and, keeping
German Phenomenology as a background, I will shortly highlight their references such as Bergson, Husserl, Wahl and
Heidegger. 1 will explain why Maurice Blanchot, a non—jewish thinker, is one of the most interesting voices of a
”Jewish style” in philosophy. All these philosophers show some common traits that can be identified as ”Jewish”
but what does this word mean for contemporary philosophy? The “Jewish style” is not a mere cultural heritage nor a
religious confession, on the contrary it is a hidden core at the heart of Philosophical tradition and it lays the
foundations of the notion of Otherness or Alterity

16:20-17:50: Conference on The Jewish turn of French Philosophy and the “Marranism” of Jewish French philosophers
(Levinas, Derrida).

Beside the theological turn of French phenomenology described by Dominique Janicaud, it is possible to discover
a Jewish turn of French Philosophy after World War II. This turn does not comes exclusively from the guilt of the
Holocaust and from the attempt to make amend after Auschwitz, it is also derives from the urgency to think
“otherwise” and to imprint a new form on Western thought, Levinas and Derrida are considered the chief exponent of
this turn, but what can we really draw from their confrontation with Judaism? What does the expression ”Jewish
philosophy” really mean? Maybe only by betraying Judaism, the “marrans” Levinas and Derrida can really give meaning
to a “turn” of French philosophy.

Thursday 12/19: Adieu to Ontology. Ethics as first philosophy in Emmanuel Levinas.

In the first two unities (13:00-14:30, 14:40-16:10) I will speak about how Judaism influences the whole philosophy
of Levinas. 1 will explain the criticism to Heideggerian being, the rise of the notion of responsibility, the
connection between responsibility and language in Levinas in comparison with the Jewish notions of language as
revelation, messianism and the task of justice. In the third unity (16:20-17:50) I will read and comment some
passages of Ethics and Infinity: the nature of the book (a collection of interviews) allows to interact “directly”




with the Author and to address some specific topics

Monday 12/23: Adieu to Judaism. Jacques Derrida the Marran and laws of hospitality

In the first two unities (13:00-14:30, 14:40-16:10), I will focus on the question of the Jewish heritage of
Derrida’ s Philosophy, I will analyze the notions of hospitality and Otherness at the light of the betrayal of
Judaism. Derrida can remain faithful to the unconditioned hospitality, which is the essence of Judaism, only if he
betrays Judaism itself with the laws of politics and rejecting every community. This is the only way to make Judaism
survive in the responsibility for the other human beings

The third unity (16:20-17:50) will be a conference titled: Outsiders. Kafka, Blanchot and the assault on the
boundaries of Judaism.

Maurice Blanchot represents an eccentric character of the ”Jewish turn of French Philosophy” since he wasn't a
Jewish and he approaches Judaism after World War II. The experience of the war leads Blanchot to a deep reflection
on Judaism, which is based on the study of Kafka and the confrontation with Levinas. Kafka in fact symbolizes the
otherness: he is an outsider in his family, at the office, in the Jewish community of his hometown, in regard of
his own art. Kafka is always tracing a boundary around himself, cutting himself out of every community, wandering
in search of a place to live in this world without belonging to it. Kafka brings the figure of the wandering Jew
to the limit and Kafkian literature is the effort to crack the boundaries of otherness and to answering the call
from outside. Kafka is a strange Jew, a radical example of otherness that grounds Blanchotian thoughts on Judaism.
Against the idea of Judaism as pure negativity, Blanchot cracks the limit of Judaism from outside, becoming a
”Jewish” thinker. He aims to describe the positive fact of “being Jewish”, so he claims that the exiled Jew and
the notion of Exodus share the same call from outside that characterizes human existence. The “outside” is the
positive value of Judaism as extreme otherness. In conclusion, Blanchotian interpretation of Judaism engenders a
new concept of truth as temporary (divine errancy) and it provides a definitive checkmate to the western concept
of identity, a checkmate Kafka embodied
6. BUEFHEIE

Presence and interaction in class (50%) and a short paper (about 800/1000 words) to write after the course (50%,

within a deadline approximately around January 20th)
7. BRERBLUBEE

SUGGESTED READINGS:

Maurice Blanchot, “The Work’ s Space and Its Demand” (the section includes: “The Work and the Errant Word” and
“Kafka and the Work’ s Demand” ) in The Space of Literature, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2015
Jacques Derrida, Adieu to Emmanuel Levinas, Stanford, Calif: Stanford University Press, 1999

Franz Kafka, “The metamorphosis” , “In the Penal Colony” , “Before the law” , “The anxiety of the head of
family” , “The hunger artist” in The metamorphosis, In the penal colony, and other stories, New York: Simon
& Schuster, 2003

Fmmanuel Levinas, “Is Ontology Fundamental?” , and “Diachrony and Representation” in Entre Nous: on thinking-
of-the-other. London: Athlone, 2000

Emmanuel Levinas, “Judaism” , Means of Identification” , “Judaism and the Present” in Difficult freedom: essays

on Judaism, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012.
Emmanuel Levinas, Philippe Nemo, Ethics and infinity: conversations with Philippe Nemo, Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press 2011.
8. RERMNEE :
Students are required to prepare for class according to the goal and contents of each class.

9. ZOML: 2L
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