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The place of nature and sustainable development in cultural projects

The aim of this course is to examine the evolving relationship between cultural events, nature and landscape. Since the 1970s, in France,
numerous cultural projects have been developed in cities including cultural and artistic festivals (music, street arts) and some of these
projects linking urban transformations, culture and citizens.

Since the pandemic situation due to Covid-19 and successive ecological crises in Europe (floods, droughts, heatwaves), there has been a
growing ecological awareness and an evolution in our relationship with nature in urbanized areas. More and more cultural projects question
the relationship with nature and our adaptation to risks and climate change. Artists and urban players are changing their approach, and new
projects that combine art, culture and nature are emerging.

The aim of this course is to analyse how cultural projects can question our relationship with nature and “the living”. The issue will be:
how can a cultural project promote greater biodiversity in the city and raise awareness of sustainable development challenges?

A focus will be on the evolution of local practices and new ways of understanding landscape/nature through cultural projects. Different
projects in France, Europe and Japan will be analyzed to show how culture can be a vector for change in the environment and the
perception of nature are transformed. Examples of initiatives to make cultural projects more sustainable will also be discussed.

More generally, the role of culture and the inclusion of inhabitants in these concrete initiatives will be observed in the course. How do
cultural events influence our “relationship” with nature? And on the other side, how does nature and the landscape inspire cultural
projects?

The evaluation of students will focus on project analysis and presentation.
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A focus will be on the evolution of local practices and new ways of understanding landscape/nature through cultural projects. Different
projects in France, Europe and Japan will be analyzed to show how culture can be a vector for change in the environment and the
perception of nature are transformed. Examples of initiatives to make cultural projects more sustainable will also be discussed.

Lessons 1-2
- Introduction conference; “Historical review of the link between culture and urban planning in France; the example of the city of
Nantes”.




— A focus will be on the various possible links between cultural projects, nature, and urban planning in France before 2020 and the
pandemic crisis.

Lessons 3-4.
- Lecture: Focus on examples mainly in the cities of Nantes and Bruxelles.
— Selection by students of projects to be analyzed.

Lessons 5-6
- Study of cases; focus on cultural projects. How do cultural events influence our “relationship” with nature? And on the other side, how
does nature and the landscape inspire cultural projects?

Lessons 7-8
Presentation and analysis of projects in Japan/abroad by international students, discussions
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One-credit courses require 45 hours of study. In lecture and exercise—based classes, one credit consists of 15-30 hours of class time and 30-15 hours of preparation
and review outside od class. In laboratory, practical skill classes, one credit consists of 30-45 hours of class time and 15-0 hours of preparation and review outside of
class.
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